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This annotate dybilvLiography presents* suiparies t>i 15 
^publications concerned with ti(k use and design of school library 
facili^ties cind media center^ In a o^ief introduction ; the author 
examines current ^trends in/the use of school libraries and discusses^ 
the importance^, of carefully specifying tfee functions ''s^nd purposes of* 
•such facilit.ies early in /the planning* process. The need to design, 
flexible facilities that/can /be readily expanded or modified to meet 
future needs is also emphasized. Annotations range ^rom approximately 
lUO to 200 Vor4s* (JG) / ' ' ' 
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Present day trends in philoso^phy of learning that look 
upon libraries as teaching laboratories which make room for 
individuality have caused librSty 'architects and designers to - ' ' 
change and modify their plan'^. 

During the nineteenth century education was largely a matter 
of subject natter taught with strict discipline.' But change came 
Vith the twentieth century^ JSducators turned to the psychic ^ 
6eairity of the student as the to developraent of man/ Teach- 
ing methods became ' involved with the •'whole child" especially with 
his personality growth and social development and the educational 
climate of psychological and sdJial wdrmth' became the oomorstone 
of education. After World V/ar II educators shifted their view to 
restoring . mastery of Sjub ject ma.tter as theix' primary concern with \ 
personal Lid social problems assigned to especially trained personnel. 
Teaching method? were questioned and the traditional approach 
which emjiiasized teaching too much, at the expense of learning 
gave way to teaching methods that help students learn how to f or- 
aulate attacks on problems as well as to acquits information for. 
its own sake. 

Patterns of independent study and varied group^sizes have 
already had considerable impact on school architecture. .If 
students are to pursue knowledge on their own, they mst be 
provided with facilities to do so. The school libraiy or instruc- 
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tionsO. media center vhich its nature' is the appropriate 
academic area for individual inquiry shouW be eijuipped for this 
task. Unless piysical means are provided by^whlch students can 
pursue knowledge independently the expectation that they will 

dc^so is iliusjxy. 

. Proper planning will'detennine the su6ces.s or failure of 
the new^or remodeled building faciUtjr. Educational specifi- 
cations fid^h describe in detail what the^building is sui^sed 
' to do and what services, and activities are to take place within " 
its areas mast be made. -Eyery function,^ purpose, and objective 
desired of tbe new facility mist be defined so that it will pro- 
vide Ue architect with a guide noting eveiything the school • 
wants the library to be and do. These specifications should be 
drawn up only after consultation with tlie libraiy personnel, 
admikstrators, library users, and architects. 

Probably the most imp<;rtant physical factor to consider is 
the locaUon of t^library in relation to other school aHivities. 
It should be loc*bk at the point where students, parents, and 
teachers pass through several times a da-. Ideally it should be 
proximate to student used area^including recreational areas as 
well as class teaching rooms and other learning centers. The s 
location must also be planned so that the facility can be uj^iped 
at times when the rest of the Sf hool is not in session. 

•Another factor to keep in mind !« the potential for future 
. mansion. Space for expansion can be made available ly locating 
the library adjacent to classrooms and other types of easily 
♦ • alterable structural spaces. With the rapiil production of edu- 
cation materials it would be unwise to build^or r«nodel an exist- 

/ 
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Ir^ library, vhich does not pemdt expansion of the airea. 
- ' ' ' ' 

* Wit#the emphasis placed on independent learning, facilities, 

furni^re, and equipment for the students have changed depending. 

€|^;ihe type of material needed. Since pr^Vapy and^e intim^' 

small groups ratl^r than talJles in the^ middlfe of large ^T^. 

reading roons are moro conducive to independent study, most of 

the study space should be in the fora of study carrels, some of ^ 

nhich are acoustically treated and provided with ^iecl^rical inputs 

for the use of eleotrical equipment. Several /mall rooms with 

tables and chairs should be available for students who need to 

' ' ' • : 

do their work in small groupsf, These^ x^m 'should be comparative- 
ly souikI proof sb that they can. serve for the use of audio-visual 
equipment, typewriters, calculating machines. One or two 
projection rooms, for reviewing slides, films, and tape^should ^ 
also be provided. Another, space that seems to be, much ii^emand 
today is one thai provides a cpmfortable, friendly, invitir^ 
atmosphere for recreational reading. \ ^ 

Libraries shbuld be designed with potential users in mina\ and 
planners should not neglect thei handicapped who can participate \ 
in many library activities if minimal architectural find room 
"adaptations are made. - All materials should be easily accessible 
and retrievable to the users. Intershelving books, filmstrips, 
tapes, transparancies, and models on specific topics can enhance • 
accessibility and save time going from one rooto or area to another 
in search of information on a single topic. 

Lighting, color and temperature have it^great impact on the 

Hlbraxy atmosphere. In considering lighting, quality, function 

. / 

•nd esthetics are of prime impor^ce, Qualil^ and function 

■■( ■ » 



q|i8t be studied together, for what would be quality lighting for 
one "function wovlid not be satisf actpx^ f or another. In regard 
to the learning environment, although quality and functional 
aspects are considered first^ the aesthetic ' effects of lighting 

are important. . 

In order to develop a pleasant, comfortable atmosphere the 
problem of color should also be given considerable time and 
attention. ' The archjLtect in, consultation with lighting specialist 
.and media personnel should determine which colors and shades < ' 
would contribute most to the learning environment and yet wake 
the arfjas attractive, and inviting. 

Temperature, if too hot or 'too cold, can drive stud<Jnts 
away from the library. So too can distracting noises or tomb-^ 
like silence. The emphasis in planning a libi^iry should be 
placed on keeping at a mihimiun4hose environmental factors which 
place handicaps on the st^ents. Proper lighting, heating, acous 
tics, and ventilation of libraries are essential. HoWever when 
planning facilities to provide these^ conditions care must be 
taken to build or remodel structures thct will conserve energy 
instead of becoming wasteful consiimers of energy in the form of 
excessive lighting, heating, and ai»»conditioning. 

Since librarians and media specialists art' very concerned • 
about the total are^ of the building usable for library purposes,: 
the seating capacitjj, capacity for books and non book 'materials,, 
and costs of buildirig and furnishings, considerable research and 
planning should be dbne in these areas. Probably because of the 
^higii risinfe costs of building and furnishing the trend se*ms to 
b« pointing more toward renovations and additions than new' 



structures. In remodeling the conversion of the Unit'ed States 
to the metric system within the next decade will cause fifoine problems 
in readjustments both in the architecture and the furnishings; 
' If we are to plan library facilities that will be effective 

^ , t 

•^centers of learning now and in the future, if* is imporj^ant that 
we study the conditions^ of our ijresent JCacilities noting which 
conditions^ncoufage and challenge students to further study , 
and exploration and which are really barriers to learning. 
More and varied spaces, rooms, equipment, and materials of 
themselves' do not insure ah improved program. 
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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGftAm 

*Ad Hoc Committee on the'^Ehysicad Facilities -of Libraries, 

\ ■ " ;■ ; ■ • . 

• Measurement ancjl Comparison* of Physical Facilities for Libraries . 

. Chicago, American Library Association, 1970,' 22p, ' • ' / 

•r 

librarians in, evaluating apd coinpax:in§,*new physical facilities r 
of libraries are interested in the following data: 

1. Total area of ^ the build^ 

2. Area of the building usable for libraj^ purposed 

. 3. Capacity of l^he building in books andJLn saats for readv. 

ii 

Cost of the buildings on a per square foot basis 
5» Cost o^ the fumishihgs and eijnipment 

Although the information Can'be quantified, the nuiriber of 
variables involved and the different procedures in reporting used " 
by librarians, architects, and .administrators lead to a lack of 
tmiforndty which limits the usefulness of the infoiTnation, The 
purpose of the study made by th^ Ad Hoc Comn^tee was to establish 
standard /terminology and methods of measurement by means of which 

— library-buiJLdinigs could be evaluatedjgd com^^ with, greater 
accuracy than has been possible. ^Their worh resulted in an eight 
. pa^e glopsary of definitions and procedures which, they believe, 

^ if applied uniformly and consistently will- enable rneaeurement and 
comparison of the jhysical facilities of libraries to be more ~ 
effective and useful in planning future libraxy facilities. 
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Brigg8\ Paul "School Media Center. Awhl^ectural Acquirements 
School Hedta Quarterly . '2, 3 • (Spring ISI?^) pp. 200-202. 




H Tray's new library should.be a setting for learning: 

H i attractive t adaptable » multidimensional, and comfortable* Since 

architect\iral features assist in creating the learning atmosphere, 
• • as careful attention should be given to the architectural details 
of the interior design as to thfl bulJUiing itself. Spatial vari- 

• . • • • 

ation consisting of large open areas which may 'be divided \>r 
rearranged are optical. Small and large coAPerence rooms arid 
comfortable areas for pleasure reading listening, and viewing 
are also necessary, " informal areas for quiet study 'or reading, 
work areas with tables in open arrangement, and individual study 

• • • * ■ 

^ . * . areas with canj^ls should be provided. . ; 

• * - The strict uniformity o/ old fashioned libraries allowed for 

little or no individuality or innovation. However with the variety 
of t^pacds, -levels, rooms, aJyi furniture provided in the design of 
new schools, originality and creativity are both ertsouraged and 
. fostered. 

. The library shoi^l^ be centrally located in spixdt^ and as 

* ^ close to -the physical center as possible so that it may become ^ 
^ ^ « •If ' ^ 

a part-or the student^s daily life. It is the focal poiat around 

•which- all school learning aivi activities should revolve. 

^ Sp^e must be available for expansion as enrollment grows. 

"'"^ Areas adjacent to the libraiy should consist of classrooms aijd 

other types of easily alterable structural spaces that can be 

gradually taken oW ty the library as it expands and as the 

nebd for these spaces diminishes, 

ERIC • . : ' 



Ernst, WiHiaw B. , "New Buildings. » Ubrary Trends . 19, ' 3 * 

W ^, 4 »" ^ - ^^^^^ 0 

itJanaajcy 1971). PP. ?9C^98.( ' \ * 



Ptoblews^'in planning and .designing* nw libraries are fnaj^y 
"^and^^he solutions* are al* yaried as the loc^ ^situations peirndt. 
However tlie basic problem is not' a question of architecture 
'alorife. It is relatively easy to program and design a si^aple 
structure with masses of .open s^ace which oaft' be airanged and 
rearr*.nged &nd with sufficienit storage for learning raatcJrials. 

The problem^^es itti>pro>{Jiding a ceritral location easily accessible' 

'"fit / — ^ 
to users, » in organizing materials so that users may jfind aiid use ' 

• « 

t!hem readily » and in having space foxt expansion* ^ 
Some large libraries have begun to centralize their dis- 
persed collections and services vith gz*eat accessibility 
thl^agh Tjp^p^lanned open stacks^* The State University of New 
York caiTfe. ttp with an "ideal" .solution to its probl^sra of inaccessi* 
biliiy. The central* campus area, was excavated to house their en- 

' * ' '4 

tire- collection underground with the above ground faculty libraries 
having access to the collection while maintaining their proximity 
to department areas. This solution not only solved the problem of\ 

9 » 

accessibility but also the ever present prbb^-em of spaed for ex- 

One cannot solve the problem of libraxy growth not 
allowing them to grow« Since it is the nature of collections to 
expand and tbsy mst be allowed to do so to be fully effective, 
plans for expansion should^ be made dxiring the initial construction. 




Past, Elisabeth, "Blueprint for Action." School Media 
Quarterly . 2, 3 .(Sprtng 197^) >pp. 19^9, 



The .fundamental factor thjit .will detexroine the supcess .or" 

■ ■ ♦ * . 

failure of the new or remodeled media center is the Ijluepririt 

♦ • 

tor the pfTogram.that will take place in the facility • The 

blueprint contains the educational speciTications which are 

the result of consultation with the media users, especially the 

teachers, regaining the function, purpose, and objectives 'desired ° 

^ the new facility. These specifications when complete provide"- 

a guide' which t^s the architect what the building is supposed * i 

to do* and what acti^ties it i? supposed to house; It def ines ^ 

' / ^/ ^ - ^ 

and describes the elements of the liJbra^ and shoixld'try to de« 

fine th^ spatial interrelationships. The media staf^ should , 

nJt try t^do the ,architect*s wprk but should t4}l him what the 

school needs and wwts. Plans^ for the new program must be trans-. 

• ' 

la^ into action simultaneously with the construction program. 

' Media staff members 'mast maintain lines pf communication 
vith the arCftoitects through '4irect oonsu:-?tation so that tJi^ < 
facilitjr which is designed wiU^t the program which the staff, 
has been pLwaning. <A changed azyl im{Sroyed progr&i will -not • ^ 
hapyn maglciSllynbecatt^-^ttie^ l^ mo r e space r equipr^ienti ^ — 

BfA^ materials but will be the result of a painstaklhg detadled 
analto^sis of the flmction ax^ purpose 'of the new facility triwir- 
into reality. 



Hoffta^, Eli«abeth. "Ten C<Miii»ndnents for Mettta Cjoit^r Planners*" 
School Media Quarterly , 2, 3 (Spring 197^) pp, 223-226. ^ , 

The article liete ten goicb^lines for media center planners « 

They are based on the philosophy tha^ the chief function of 

a library is. to be a learning laboratory in vhich the use of 

all resources is purposeful, planned, and organized in such a 

way to broaden and individualize the totaV education iexpezdenc&« 

It is a difficult task to and d^^^op a media facility that 

is lUriotional as well as estheU^ coiofbrtable, readily accessible 

and provides for naidLxtum control with itdnimuin supeznrision. . 

/" , » " \ " 

Ten Commandments for M«iia Ce/it^ P3iuincra 
. . ^. ' ' * ^' . 

^ ' * 1. Prcgrain pr^etewdnes plan 

2. Foxta follows*, function 

3. Prsigmatics tuporsedes aesthetics 

Qu£ility %^ true econony \ ^ s 

5* .Users participate in planning ^ 
6» Maximum cont)t>l with min£raam supervision determines 

comix>nent pattern 
• 7«* Accessibility Invites users 

8. Multiple use' avoids ^space abuse 

9. Shelving oat r^uiks windows ^ — _ 
\10. Ohe W2sll leads to the future 



Jussin. Estelle. "Personal Space and the Media Center. " School 
Media Quarterly / 2, 3 ' .(Spring 197^) pp. 189-193. 



^The^^nost crucial factor in the design of interior space's 
>is the physical and psychobiological characteristics of in- ^ 
dividuals vho will use the facility and should not be ovec- 
16oked in planning for libraries. However, according to the 
auth6r, in many cases the n^ycnoblological needs of individuals 
9m ignored. Consider the typical school library ^ch consists 

r 

of a large rectangular room containing jtws of re^;tangular 

tables with chairs on either sicJ.o, lows of rectangular stacks 

quite close together, rows of individual carrels parallel to tlfe 

stacks and a production office. Evexy inch of flpor space Is^^' 

used. Discipline is easy tc enforce because the staff has a 

clear view of the entire seatiijg arrangement. ' • 

If form vouM follow fUnctio^i end psychobiological needs^ 

were "fecnsiderecl libraries .would include a variety of kinds and 

sizes %f space: large and smap., round and rectangular, curved 

and straight,^ open and enclosed. Free-standing enclosxires, 
• » 
open conversation pits, rri8ei'platforins,;aixl. sufficient space 

' / ' ' y' 

to promote a feeling of well-being shoulx^ be provided. In order 

■ , p 

to fill the physical, and psyohobiologi'sal needs of individaals" 

- , * ' ' •' ' 

who will use -the facility j. libjraries should be comfortable, 

friendly, and inviting. This atmosphere can be partly achieved 

, through the use of light, color, space, and. furniture properly 

desigi\eji and arranged. ^.^ ^ 
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Kay, Jane Holtz. "Ideals and Axioms: Libraxy ArchUectur©." 
American Ubi'arv . 5. 5 (May 197^) pp. 2i|0-2't6. 

Jane Holtz Kay is an architecture critic for W^e Nation 
who believes that of 111 institutions the library should belong to 
the users, inspiring strwg feelings of ownership and identity. 
She is very critical of architects who ignor^^the huinanr factors, 
designing libraries as monuments to their own talents. Architects 
planning libraries with .extremes of windowless 'walls and wide 
open security proof future oH^nted spaces do not take into con- 

sideration the human dimensions of the users. However architects 

' > 

are. not totally to't^ame for these features since much pressure 
is put on them ty media personnel to incorporate such features 
into the buildJ^s*^ Another drawback to present day .libraries is 
the fact tha,t th^ are wasteft^l comsumers of energy in the form of 

y<>fi,<i5ive l^ghfnpg^ tiftftting, and air -cbnditioning in sealed 

biildings. 

The author states that li^aries should' be located at the 
heart of the school. THey should be open^^^ind unstructured 
encouragiQg students to handle books and materials as th^ would 
in their own hom^s. The architecture - and warmth Of the atmo?^ 
phere shouli invite students to use the library spaces for study, 
research and pleasurable reading. Standards for libraries 
^should be based on the independent evaluations of architects, \ 
librarians, and especially the ordinary user. 
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McGarth, Lawrencd. "Student Access to Ubraries and Litwaiy 
Resouitses in Sec&(tdazy Schools. ^ C -sassional Papers, ^1 
(February 1970) , pp. 6-22; 

This paper, explores the concept, of accessibility of the 
library and in the light of accepted library standards escandnos 
the present status of accessibility in secondaiy schools in the 
United Stateis axvi finds them lacking. 

Accessibility, to the resources, of school liWaxy nedia 
centers is a prerequisite to their use. The libr^ay should be 
located proximate to student-used areas . including recreational 
areas 9 class teaching rooms, and laboratories, ajad other study 
and learning centersV It is inrpoirtant that the location of the 
. library be planned so that it may be utilized at times when the 
remainder of the school is closed to the students. A third 

yi^niaite is that the lo ca tion pened t for the^ exp ansion vhich 

grotfth of resource's and services will make essential, 

" Opportunities for use of resources are made realizable 
where enou^^h space » varied in purpose^ is available to meet the 
students needs. Single study carrels, conference rooms, com- 
fortable areas for recreational reading and space for efficient 
use of audio-visual equipment by the studer**. is necessary. Only 
when the library beconies accessible to all students will it fxxl- 
f ill its function as a resource center. 
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Metc.'Of , K^es D. * Library Liehtljixa . Association of Research 
libraries, Vashington, D.C., 1970. pp. 5-l6. 

In considering lighting probleCiS, ou&aity» fuj^ction* iJi- " 
tensity, aesthetics, ond cost arc very kich intert>dn«l. There 
is no single solution whiob car. be applied with complete satis- 
facticii to all libraries or even to ail parts of one library. 

The quality of lighting cannot be judged without consider- 
ing the purpose it serves. For what is quality lighiinff in one 
area of the buiidir^ way be unsatisfactory for another. Quality 
lighting comprises icuch more than the avoidance of too high or 
low intensities. - It involves, lighting without glare, reflection 
or shadows on working' surfaces', or great contrasts between the 
work surface and the suiroundings. 

The question of, how much light intensity should be provided 

is one of the Iwst Ic^^troyers^al^ problems in l ibrary l ighting, 

Increased intensity decreases quality unless care is taken to 
prevent "glaare and reflections that can result. 

Most airdnistrators are willing to pay for lighting that 
. will improve appearances and help create a satisfactory environ- 
laent for study. Although the quality and functional aspects of 
lighting are considered first, the aesthetic effects of lighting 
are important. 

The cost of installation, operating, and maintaining 
library lighting is large. However false econoi»y 'in lighting can* 
be diastrous and librai^' lighting is so important that its 
qualiV «w8t not be neglected. 

13 



Ome, Jerrold^ "Academic Idbraiy Building in 197^*" Library 
Journal . 99i 21 (December, 197^) PP* 3099-3105* ' 

This article contains a review of academic libraiy bui^Lding^ 
in 197^# It lists. new libraries and provides charts indicatixig • 
the cost of the projects » space for books, and nkteriale^ anl 
seating capacity. ' The peTOentage of assignable idpaco for seating 
and^ book capacity for the larger libraries dropped dx^tically ' • 
vii5JLe in the intermediate and smaller libraries hotti seating 
capacity and space for books and loaterials increas<id« 

In 197^ many institutions Cound - adding on to and renovating 
existing libraries more feasible than constructing new buildings, 
the author attributes this to two factors: 1) libraries built 
in tte last twenty •ycaw were built ^dth internal flexibility 
and expansion in mind, and 2) swiftly rising, costs and the 

natural re lu ctance 6$ admi nistrators to aban don any still use^ 

able vbuilxling. 

In suxmoary Ome concludes that there were more building 
ponojects in 197^ than in 1973 but that th^ were sisaller and 
included many more renovations and additions than structures. 
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Porttens, Elnora M. "Media Center- FaciJI^ties." -g School Media, 
QttarterJy . 2,3 (Spring -197^) . pp. ?03 212. " 

to > 

' »- 
i ' » , 

This photographic eesGy contains pictures of libraries or 

media centers in seven pUblic schools in Cleveland, Ohio* Their 

architecture suggests, the p02^ii)iliiy of new and vailedmses tot 

gether with a warm confortafele atrosphere* Materials ^ forms, and 

spaces^ are so arranged" as to load the .user from entrance to the 

Renter of . activity ♦ The iiedia environinent is desigpe^ to meet - 

diverse needs aid^lenda itself to. rearrangement of the forms and 

spaces as students, teachers, and curriculum demand/ 

The media center, is always the foqal point of the building 

both physically aftd philosophic^iUy* It is located that students, 

parents,' and teachers pass aroxind and through it, many times a 

day* Even though in thec>iy students will use a good library 

even if it is Inconviently TocatedTT-t^ shbi^ in the physical 

* 

center of the building » tos point where the heaviest traffic con- 
verges* An entrance that leads onto tha^treet 3?or direct access 
so that the library can be operated as ^ w independent part of the 
school plant when the adjoining builda^ ; areas are closed is 
necessaxy* 'Future expansion is also a factor which mast be 
considered in planning the media center facilities* One wall 
should be so located that it can be the poi^t for expansion* 
The centers pictured in this photographic epsay are characterized 
try accessibility, versatility, and congeniality. 
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Shapero, Ullian t. , "Media Centers: Rare and Well Done." 
School mtary Joamal . a, 3 (November 197^5 pp. 21-27. 

Iinportant factors to consider in the construction or r/ 
remodeling of jaedia centers are the location of the facility, 
the types of areas dernandiad hy the varying pjrposes of the 
school, and th* accessibility of the center to> the users. This . 
article describes several examples of successful media programs 

• ' / V - • 

in the Northeast stressing these factors. . 

A v«y large school' decided to Ibcate its media center close 
to the student union which is the general meeing place i^h^e'all 
daily activities of high school students go on. In this location 
the center Irould \>e in view of the students. all the time and 
easily accessible to the studetnts throughout' the day.. 

In order to satisfy the demands of one school's philosophy 
-Mhich-ea^hasiaed-indcpendent-stadsLas a prime, factor , the choice 
of architecture inclu4ed a large number of study caxrels, con- 
ference rooms, areas for small" groups discussions i and other 
rooms for listening, recording, and viewdjig. 

Another example described how- a small library with old- 
fashioned, architecture was remodeled by brightening the room 
with proper lighting, changing the fuxTiiture to light colored 
wood, rearranging shelves and furniture, and adding an adjoining 
room to provide sufficient space for the areas needed to create 
a learning atmosphere. 



\9 



Van Buren, Martin, "Libraries andf the Metric System," . Library 
Journal, 99, 11 (June pp. 1515-1518, . 

Within the next decade the Unit^ States will convert to • ^. 
the metric system. This w511 require readjustment in computation 
both in architecture and furnishings. Eyen more ixnpoxiiant, 
especially to planners , will be the demax4 to adjust fa?Diliar 
images in terms of space and size. * * . 

"^The awthor brings up a number of probleftns that will arise 
when libraiy biildings of ;the future ^are planned around metric 
modules. For example, what happens when a libraaiy on the English 
system must, expand or change its inner arraxigement'of "^paces^. 
move its present thirty-six inch stacks to a new location,, or 
more difficult still, integrate them with additional stacks con- 
structed in the metric system. Some solutions to integration 

.^f *^1r^^^mAnft-iAnffd fltAnkfi flwi apacftfi with nflw Tn^tr^Q nn<>R o,rft 

offered but e^h libraiy has its own unique staff and situation 
with problems which mast be resolved by them in the .'light of the 
school's philosojiTy* There i? no such tning as the perfect 
program or thejjerf ect solution applicable to all libraries who 
will be forced to change , together with the United States' con- ' 
version to the Metric ^stem. Media staff .members should become 
acquainted with the new ^stem and gradually begin to think metric. 



17 



19 



Veihman, Robert A. "Some Thoughts on Intershelving.f Audlo^ 
visual Instruction , ' 18, 3 (March 1973) PP. 87-^. 

t • ' . , ' 

The chief organizational Itmction of the libraiy is to 
loaJce all materials easily accessible and ^retrievable to the users 
of the facility. One vay to accoaiplish -this function is to inter-' 
shelve bookis, filmstrips, tapes, and transparancies on specific 
topj.cs so that tee student will not waste time going from one . 
room or area to another searching for information on a parl^icular 
subject. He wquH find tiot only reading materials but all audio- 
visual. materials available in that one area and the equipment 
and space for viewing, listening, or studying. 

Intershelving^does require some changes in ^he architecture 
and design of the center. Additional shelving, tables,, and chairs, 
bousing containers, projection booths, and the like will be 
necessary. With little imagination and inventivcoiess these 
if^ange/s can b^ done with a minimum of cost^ 

According to the. author, the intershelving arrangement makes 
damage and loss of expensive non book materials more possible. 
However, he believes, for the benefit of the user library ^ 4 
materials should be treated equal^ and we should not fear to * 
provide space, environment, and equipment so ^hat hon book materials 
can be used. These materials, when available, are a va)^^^ 
source, of learning especially when th^ are accompanied with book 
materials. 
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Vellenan, Ruth A. ".Idbraiy Adaptations for the Handicapijed. " 
School Library Journal . 21, .2 (October 197^) nB»^5-86. 



Pwsnt-day trends in school libraiy architecture and design 

eiHphasiae the changes in philosophy of learning tha^ looks upon 

librarids as teaching labo3!*atories'\diich make room for individuality 

Libraries should be designed with all potential users in wind, joven 
' • . • 

the handicapped, hinitnal architectural and room adaptations^ 

• together. with coijimon sense can enable xaany handicapped students 

to participate in library activities which may otherwise be 
« 

inaccessible to them. 

The article suggests a number of ways to adapt libraries for 

the handicapped. The -f ollcwihg adaptations could be made i/ithout 

• . % ♦ 

major <change or expense. The libraiy should be a warm, comfortable 
' central3y located room containing floors covert with an institu- 
tional grade tackless acrylic carpet which has a tight weave and' 



.a thick jute backing'. No padding* is used and carpet is cemented 
to the floor. Thresholds should^. consist of metal strips with 
gripper edges to providle level entrances into the libraiy. There ^ 
should be ramps leading to light-weight doors which have see thrgugH 
panels. Some shelving and equipment iJiod^cations must be madef 

Together with pl^srsical adaptations aides , either staff 
membex^ or students, should be available to assist the handicapped 
< students so that th^ may make use of all libraiy materials. 
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